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View from the Rectory
(HodgesTowers)
December 2022
Dear Brothers and Sisters
Back up in the summer I picked up a heart anomaly from somewhere,
Atrial Fibrillation if you wish to research it. It’s being controlled by
medication, is not going to kill me, is just a bit annoying and can probably
be reversed with a medical procedure. We therefore have said medical
procedure finally booked into the diary with the instructions that a few
days before I need to get a blood test from my local surgery.
I therefore rang the surgery (I actually rang about three times over a few
days and sat in a queue that never seemed to go anywhere and kept
telling me to book online – which you could not seem to do for a blood
test - but that’s another story) and speak to a lovely receptionist and say
that I need a blood test four days before my procedure. She warns me
that the blood tests are booked up weeks and weeks in advance and that
the earliest is guaranteed way past my procedure date. I’m looking up to
heaven as she has a check “Just in case.” “Ohh,” she says, “A
cancelation on the date you want.” My look to heaven turns to a smile to
heaven. So, by coincidence a slot appears in the date I need when all
around is booked up solid. No, this has happened to me too many times
to be chance. This has the hallmarks of the Lord God Almighty all over it.
But here is the thing. I have met and talked to some great NHS medical
professionals over the last few months to get diagnosed and then for a
treatment plan and treatment date to be organised. And at each point I
have explained to God how stretched the NHS is and that if he could just
fix my heart anomaly as I sleep it would relieve pressure on the system
etc etc etc. He has ignored me every step of the way yet is happy to pop
up and make a slot for me to get a blood test cancellation in a surgery’s
packed schedule. He baffles me sometimes.
What has that God to do with Christmas? Well after 50 Christmases on
this planet and a degree in theology to boot this season still baffles me.
Why did Jesus have to be born in Bethlehem? Why did the census have
to be when Mary was heavily pregnant? Why did it have to be a time
when the town was full to bursting? Why did the stupid wise men go to
see mad king Herod to get directions when they had travelled so far just
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following a star in the sky? And the biggy, why did all those children have
to lose their lives as Herod hunted down Jesus?
I love a bit of Christmas. A bit of light in the darkness literally and
metaphorically. A message that God loves you so much he is willing to be
born into his creation and therefore able to say honestly, “I know, I really
know what its like to live on this planet.” A story that continues on to
culminate in God dying for us so that we can know that we are loved and
forgiven and that we have nothing to fear in this life, or the next, if we
choose to follow.
That’s the thing about faith, isn’t it? It’s called ‘faith’ not ‘understanding.’
We are told to have faith and not told to have understanding. We are to
believe knowing that God understands completely and that we don’t need
to have everything worked out.
Let’s read the beginning of Luke’s gospel:
2 1-5 About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken
throughout the Empire. This was the first census when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. Everyone had to travel to his own ancestral hometown
to be accounted for.

So Joseph went from the Galilean town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in
Judah, David’s town, for the census. As a descendant of David, he had to
go there. He went with Mary, his fiancée, who was pregnant.
6-7

While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave
birth to a son, her firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in
a manger, because there was no room in the hostel.
Keep the faith.
Merry merry everybody.

Rev Ian
(Ministry Area Leader
& Annoying Area Dean
& Mad Vicar Extraordinaire)
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CHRISTMAS AT LLANILID CHURCH

CHRISTMAS DAY COMMUNION SERVICE
AT 9.00AM
FOLLOWED BY MULLED WINE
AND MINCE PIES.

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
ON 29TH DECEMBER
AT 6.OOPM
ALL WELCOME TO THESE SERVICES
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Armistice in Normandy

The cemetery at Ecquetot

Myself my Son and one of our grandson spent 6 days in Normandy in a
small village 20 miles west of Rouen.
We paid homage to a grave in Ecquetot .The Commonwealth war grave
contains three Canadian airmen and a British airman with a further Australian crew member buried in the communal churchyard about two miles
away. Two of the crew successfully parachuted to safety. The aircraft
was shot down while returning from a successful operation to bomb the
marshalling yards southwest of Paris on the night of 2nd/3rd of June
1944. While within sight of the coast of France the Halifax aircraft ran into
enemy aircraft who shot at the aircraft and hit the underside of the wing,
resulting in the fuel tanks leaking which spread to fuselage. The pilot ordered his crew to bail out. However, the aircraft, losing height rapidly
and by this time on fire, crashed in a field with the loss of life of 5 of the
crew.
In 1989 four of our family including my mother whose first husband was a
member of the crew who was killed. My mother and my father
got married after the war with me being the only son. As a result of this
visit a strong bond of friendship ensued with the twinning of Cefn Cribwr
and Ecquetot.
After some years of research the 2 survivors were reunited and they
have visited their comrades’ graves not knowing until then where they
were buried
I plan to publish a book at a later date.

Nigel Williams
St Bride's Church
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Christian Care for Families

St David’s Mothers’ Union Pencoed
On Wednesday 2nd November we were entertained by Pencoed Ukulele
band. It was a real fun afternoon complete with tambourines, shakers
and song sheets. They really are a delightful talented group and
everyone clapped sang and joined in a selection of popular songs.
Thanks to all the M U members who brought a selection of cakes which
were enjoyed with a cup of tea or coffee in the interval. Deeelicious.
Thanks to church members and friends who came along to support us.
We made £270 for the Llandaff Diocese Mothers’ Union Caravan situated
in Trecco Bay Porthcawl. Thank you to Pencoed Ukulele band who
played free of charge. We were all delighted that Norman and Jean and
Hazel and Ann King were able to join us. Finally thank you to Hilary’s
husband Paul and granddaughters Menna and Alana, who helped us set
up the chairs and tables. The Ukulele band thanked us for inviting them
and loved the cakes. A very enjoyable afternoon!!!
Next Meeting Christmas Lunch Wednesday December 7th 12 30 pm
Our lunch has been booked in the Bryncae Arms and menus chosen. We
will meet in the church car park at 12noon, so that cars can be shared.
Ladies who can bring their cars, please let me know by the 5th Dec.
Membership fees 2023
The fees for next year are £24 and will be collected in our January
meeting, Wednesday Jan 4th 2pm in the church Hall.
This will be a planning meeting for 2023.
Ministry Areas and Deaneries
The Llandaff trustees have decided to keep Mothers Union in 11 Deanery
groups with a Deanery Leader for each.
Next Branch Leaders Meeting St Cein’s Llangeinor Monday 30th Jan
2023
Advent Praise Newcastle Church Monday 28th Nov 2 15pm
December Birthdays
Helen 27th
Jean 31st
Happy birthday ladies. Have a lovely day.
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Golden Anniversary We would all like to wish Judy and John a happy
Golden Anniversary on the 9th. Llongyfarchiadau. Have a lovely day
celebrating.
Cleaners
December Kath and Angelia

January. Carol and Cynthia

Parish Communion 3oth October St Paul’s Heol y Cyw
It was a beautiful service at Heol y Cyw with Glenda taking the service.
This really is a special little church kept going by a small band of loyal
parishioners. Well done ladies.
“Be still for the presence of the Lord
The Holy One is here.”
Remembrance Sunday Nov!3th
How lovely to see so many people at the monument. The parade is
always so impressive and it so important that we all remember all those
who have lost their lives in past and present conflicts. Well done to Ian
who took the service and to the British Legion and all those of all ages,
who took part in the march or just came to support , as an act of
remembrance. Well done to the silver band too for accompanying the
service and playing the Last Post. Remembrance Day really wouldn’t be
the same without them.
LEST WE FORGET
God Bless

Joan Sheldon
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Sunday Church Attendance ‘Less of a Priority’ – new poll

Sunday morning church attendance has become "less of a priority" for
families since the pandemic, according to a new study.
The research was carried out by Liverpool Hope University together with
Care for the Family, Evangelical Alliance, Hope Together, Parenting for
Faith, Share Jesus International and the National Institute for Christian
Education Research.
It found that engagement with church had fallen in 40 per cent of families
surveyed. Responses from church leaders confirmed the findings with
around half (48 per cent) reporting families in their congregation now engaging less than they did before the pandemic.
However, the research also revealed that families' faith at home has
tended to improve during the pandemic, despite their engagement with
church reducing.
The report said that much of this connects with the issue of Sunday
morning church attendance - most church leaders questioned expressed
this as their main focus, but the pandemic has shown the value of faith
nurture in the home.
Many families now see regular church attendance as less of a priority,
with some opting instead to focus on nurturing their child’s faith more at
home, and others simply feeling that less regular attendance at church is
sufficient.
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When asked about their family’s engagement with the local church, 44
per cent reported that it had remained the same, with 40 per cent saying
that it had reduced. 16 per cent said that their engagement had increased.
The report authors say that "Considering that the willingness of these
families to respond to the survey indicates that they are likely to be more
engaged than average, it is concerning to see that a significant proportion of the participants have decreased church engagement over pandemic times."
The report is based on the findings from an online survey (February
2022) completed by 175 church leaders and 209 parents of children
aged 0-16, and in-depth interviews (between April and June 2022) with
36 children (aged 7 to 11 years old) and 18 Christian parents. The participants represented twelve different denominations from various locations
across the UK.
Dear Lord,
May you bless all who follow your word.
We pray that your spirit of grace, compassion and love is felt by everyone, whether it be as part of church services or wherever people are in
their lives.
In Jesus’ name
Amen.
Article by Donna Birrell, in Premier Christian News: http://premierchristian.news/en/news
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St. Paul's, Heol y Cyw
Communion services this month are Sunday 4th December and the
18th December at 11am. There will be a Christmas Communion on
Christmas Eve at 7pm

Whist Drive meeting is Wednesday the 7.th of December at the
Heol y Cyw Rugby Club at 7pm
.
Church and Whist Drive Party is in the Rugby Club on
Wednesday 14th December at 7pm.

Eileen
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Charity Concert at St Tyfodwg’s Church, Glynogwr
in aid of Young Carers, Bridgend

A wonderful concert by the Ogmore Valley Male Voice Choir took place at
St Tyfodwg’s Church, Glynogwr on Friday, 4th November. It was very
well supported with all seats taken. We were treated to renditions of
Welsh hymns, English and American folk songs, poetry and a solo guitar
performance, which was very much appreciated by everyone present.
The concert was in aid of the Young Carers of Bridgend, their ages
ranging from 5 – 25 years who are unpaid carers for their respective
families. The £500 raised helps with providing a break away where they
can enjoy the company of other young people, together with much
needed support in the work that they have to undertake.
Jess, a social worker with the organization, attended and gave a brief
description of their work to make everyone aware of how the money
raised would benefit those involved. A very big thank you must be given
to all who were so generous with their donations.
After the concert a buffet was provided allowing everyone to chat
amongst friends. A big thank you to all the loyal friends who provided a
variety of savouries and cakes which everyone enjoyed.

Christmas Fete at St Tyfodwg’s
On Saturday 12th we held our first Christmas Fete since lockdown. It was
all hands on deck the day before with lots and lots of baking and
preparing the church. We are very fortunate to have a team of wonderful
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bakers who pulled all the stops out to produce the most wonderful array
of home baked cakes, large and small for sale, raising £420 of the total
funds raised on the day.
We also had craft stalls, Christmas puddings and jams, local honey,
Christmas cards/gifts, tombola and ‘guess the weight of the cake’. Music
was provided by a local folk band called Shananagans, who kindly
entertained us and only asked for us to provide them with tea and cake.
It was wonderful to see the church packed with so many people from the
local community.
Again a massive thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make this
event such a success!! Total raised was £862

Dates for the Diary
Wednesday 14th December, 7pm – Glenda’s Licensing Service, light
refreshments provided
Sunday 18th December, 7pm – Community Christmas Carol Service
Sunday 25th December, 9.30am – Christmas Day Eucharist Service
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A Brief History of

The Church of St John the Divine, Aberkenfig

The 19th Century was a time of rapid change as Britain made great
progress in industrialisation. This change was felt in the area of
Aberkenfig and Tondu as collieries, iron works and railways changed a
small agricultural community very quickly into a small industrial centre.
By 1868 a tiny population had become in excess of 1500 and this number
was increasing rapidly.

The same sort of expansion was happening in many parts of Britain and
Parliament recognised that encouragement and assistance would have
to be given to the church to provide places of worship.
Aberkenfig and Tondu, so far as the then established church, the Church
of England was concerned, was provided for by a reading room in the
works, looked after by the clergy of the parish of Newcastle.
This was deemed unsatisfactory so a decision was made to build a
permanent church in Aberkenfig.
On 23rd July land was made available with the Right Honourable
Caroline, Dowager Duchess of Dunraven and the Earl of Dunraven
providing:- a parcel of land containing 1 acre situated at Aberkenfig in the
Parish of Newcastle to be used for the site for an intended new church to
be called St John’s Church, Aberkenfig.
The Diocesan architect Mr Pritchard was appointed and funds gathered
from all available sources including voluntary donations.
Harriet Nicholl of Merthyr Mawr offered to pay for the building of the
chancel in memory of her husband John Nicholl. In 1868 as much of the
proposed church as could be afforded was ready for opening. The cost
to that date had been £2000.
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The Central Glamorgan Gazette
reported in September of 1868
and is summarised as follows:At this time of consecration the
church is only partially built.
Completed are the chancel, the
crux of the tower and the nave,
but the north and south transepts
and the upper part of the tower
are to be added when more
funds become available.

The style is late 13th century,
similar to Tintern Abbey. The
Church is lined with grey bricks,
relieved by red ones in
conjunction with green Bridgend
stone. The whole concept is one
of boldness conveying an idea of
stateliness and great solidity. No
doubt when the church is
finished it will be one of the most
striking
churches
in
the
Principality.
So the life of St John’s Church began, but it took a long time to finish
what was originally planned. In 1924 subsidence made it necessary to
rebuild the floor of the sanctuary and chancel, then in 1932 a reredos was
added.
In 1933 the south transept was completed but it was not possible to
complete the tower but in 1936 a choir vestry was added.
The measurements of the church showed how big the church is.
Nave
55ft by 27ft 6 ins
Chancel
45ft 6ins by 18ft
Total length 101ft
Intended north and south transepts 15ft by 18ft.
Heating was by means of underfloor pipes and grills.
The curate in charge of St John’s in 1868 was the Revd John Francis.

Christine Ellis
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Diamond Wedding
Glyn & Pat Jordan
Belated congratulations to Glyn & Pat
on their Diamond Wedding Anniversary in October
and best wishes for many more happy years together.
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Llangeinor and the Garw Valley Services in December 2022
Sunday 4th

Weds 7th
Sunday 11th

Weds 14th

Thurs 15th

Second Sunday 0f Advent
10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer
11:15am Holy Communion, St Ceinwyr’s, Llangeinor
6:00pm

Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer

Third Sunday of Advent
Ministry Area Joint Communion Day
10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed
7:00pm

Rev Glenda’s Licensing, St Tyfodwg’s

Deadline for articles for January’s Magazine

Sat 17th

10:00am
Messy Church, Church Hall and Church
to 1:00pm
St David’s Pencoed

Sunday 18th

Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer
11:15am Holy Communion, St Ceinwyr’s, Llangeinor
6:00pm Nine Lessons & Carols, St Ceinwyr’s,
Llangeinor
6:00pm Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer

Wed 21st
Sat 24th

Christmas Eve
9:00pm First Mass of Christmas, St Ceinwyr’s,
Llangeinor
11:30pm
Midnight Mass, St David’s, Pontycymer

Sunday 25th

Nativity Of Our Lord
8:00am
Holy Communion, St Ceinwyr’s, Llangeinor
10:00am
Holy Communion, St David’s, Pontycymer

January 2023
Sunday 1st

Friday 6th

Naming of Jesus
Ministry Area Joint Communion Day
10:00am Holy Communion, St Tyfodwg’s, Glynogwr
Epiphany of our Lord
6:00pm
Holy Communion, St Ceinwyr’s, Llangeinor
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Glynogwr Services in December 2022
Sunday 4th

Second Sunday 0f Advent
9:00am
Holy Communion, St Tyfodwg’s
10:30am
Holy Communion, St David’s Wyndham

Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Monday 12th
Weds 14th
Thurs 15th

7:00pm

Hunt Carols, St Tyfodwg’s

Third Sunday of Advent
Ministry Area Joint Communion Day
10:00am Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed
5:00pm

Christingle Service, St David’s Wyndham

10:00am
7:00pm

Holy Communion, St David’s, Wyndham
Rev Glenda’s Licensing, St Tyfodwg’s

Deadline for articles for January’s Magazine

Sat 17th

10:00am
Messy Church, Church Hall and Church
to 1:00pm
St David’s Pencoed

Sunday 18th

Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00am
Holy Communion, St Tyfodwg’s
10:30am
Holy Communion, St David’s, Wyndham

Sat 24th

Christmas Eve

Sunday 25th

Nativity Of Our Lord
9:00am
Holy Communion, St Tyfodwg’s
10:30am
Holy Communion, St David’s, Wyndham

Weds 30th

10:00am

Holy Communion, St David’s, Wyndham

January 2023
Sunday 1st

Naming of Jesus
Ministry Area Joint Communion Day
10:00am Holy Communion, St Tyfodwg’s

LPH Services in December 2022
Sunday 4th

Weds 9th
Sunday 11th

9:00am
11:00am
2:30pm

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed
Holy Communion, St Paul’s, Heol y Cyw
Baptism, Llanilid

10:00am

Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed

Third Sunday of Advent
Ministry Area Joint Communion Day
10:00am Holy Communion, David’s, Pencoed

Weds 14th

10:00am
7:00pm

Thurs 15th

Deadline for articles for December’s Magazine

Sat 17th

10:00am
Messy Church, Church Hall and Church
to 1:00pm
St David’s Pencoed

Sunday 18th

Weds 21st
Saturday 24th

9:00am
11:00am
6:00pm

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed
Holy Communion, St Paul’s, Heol y Cyw
Parish Carols, St David’s, Pencoed

10:00am

Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed

7:00pm
10:30pm

Christmas Eve
Christmas Communion, St Paul’s
Christmas Communion, St David’s

9:00am
10:30am

Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Communion, Llanilid
Christmas Family Communion, St David’s

12:30pm

Wedding, St David’s, Pencoed

Sunday 25th

Weds 28th

Thurs 29th

Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed
Rev Glenda’s Licensing, St Tyfodwg’s

6:00pm

Carols by Candlelight, Llanilid

January 1st 2023—The Naming of Jesus

Ministry Area Joint Communion Day
10:00am
Holy Communion, St Tyfodwg’s, Glynogwr

LPH Events in December 2022
Thurs 1at

11:00am
Coffee, Chat & Sing on Zoom
Contact Rev Glenda for the passcodes

Saturday 3rd

10:00am

Weds 7th

7:00pm

Veterans’ Hub, Church Hall, Pencoed
Whist, Heol y Cyw Rugby Club

Thurs 10th

11:00am
Coffee, Chat & Sing on Zoom
Contact Rev Glenda for the passcodes

Tues 13th

2:00pm
Coffee, Chat & Craft, Church Hall
All welcome—materials and equipment provided
Join in with the craft, or just enjoy the chat.
6:30pm

Bridgend Deanery Conference,
St David’s, Pencoed

Weds 14th

7:00pm

St Paul’s and Whist Drive Christmas Party,
Heol y Cyw Rugby Club

Thurs 15th

11:00am
Coffee, Chat & Sing on Zoom
Contact Rev Glenda for the passcodes
Deadline for articles for January’s Magazine

Thurs 22nd

11:00am
Coffee, Chat & Sing on Zoom
Contact Rev Glenda for the passcodes

LBA Services in DECEMBER 2022
Sunday 4th

Second Sunday of Advent
10:00am
Holy Communion, St Bride’s
3:00pm
ATC Service, St John’s

Weds 7th

10:00am

Sunday 11th

Holy Communion, St Bride’s

Third Sunday of Advent
Ministry Area Joint Communion Day
10:00am
Holy Communion, St David’s, Pencoed

Weds 14th

7:00pm

Thurs 15th

Rev Glenda’s Licensing, St Tyfodwg’s

Deadline for articles for December’s Magazine

Sat 17th

10:00am
Messy Church, Church Hall and
to 1:00pm
Church, St David’s Pencoed

Sunday 18th

Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00am
Holy Communion, St John’s
5:30pm
Ecumenical Carols, St John’s

Weds 21st

10:00am

Saturday 24th
Sunday 25th

Holy Communion, St Bride’s

Christmas Eve
4:00pm
Christingle, St David’s, Bettws
Nativity of Our Lord
10:00am
Holy Communion, St Bride’s

January 1st 2023—The Naming of Jesus

Ministry Area Joint Communion Day
10:00am
Holy Communion, St Tyfodwg’s, Glynogwr

You can tell the waning of the year through the colours used in the
church vestments and linen. Green is used in the season of Trinity,
running from Trinity Sunday to All Saints Day. Churches may slip into red
for the season of Kingdom, from All Saints Day to Advent. Advent is
purple before we get to Christmas, which can be gold or white. Each of
our churches retains their own traditions, celebrating a special saint or
slipping into the colour pink for Gaudete Sunday.
For non-church people, they can also follow the waning of the year by
looking at the supermarket specials. The end of summer is announced
with ‘Back to School’ offers. This is quickly followed by all the trappings of
Halloween. All Soul’s Day sees the move to Christmas items only to see
the Easter eggs out by Boxing Day.
When I feel all this commercialism getting me down and dampen my
Christmas spirit, I reach for a Christmas read in Charles Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol. The tale of a Christmas Carol has entered popular
culture. Almost everyone knows that if you call someone a ‘Scrooge’ that
implies a tight fisted miser. ‘Bah, Humbug!’ is a killjoy Christmas remark.
Many have never read the book, having gained their insight from films as
diverse as ‘A Muppet Christmas Carol’, or the Alister Sims’ film. This is
not surprising: film adaptations of a Christmas Carol have been made
since 1901. Few have been completely faithful to the novella. Scrooge’s
visits to the miners and lighthouse keepers hardly see the light of day. As
for Scrooge visiting the Cratchits on Christmas Day: an invention of
Hollywood.
The novella is worth a read – it is about 150 pages long, an evening’s
read and since its publication in 1843 it has never been out of print. The
novella is a reflection of life and hope in Dickensian London and there is
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a subtle Christian thread running through it.

Dickens divides his book into 5 chapters which he calls staves. Staves
are part of musical notation, and it is curious that traditional Christmas
carols are divided into 5. Scrooge is warned by his dead partner that his
only chance of redemption will come from visitations from three ghosts, a
reference to the three wise men. The first ghost, the ghost of Christmas
past, shows a once happy Scrooge being changed by his love of money.
The second ghost, the ghost of Christmas present, is the one that people
remember the most. The large, jolly becloaked giant showing various
people enjoying Christmas. Christmas celebrations were changing at this
time. Britain was becoming an urban society but most people had been
born and bred in the country. That meant a rural Christmas celebration
that usually centred around the local manor house. Now celebrations
became centred around a nuclear family. Traditions were also affected by
the marriage of Queen Victoria to Prince Albert just 4 years before a
Christmas Carol was published. There is no mention of the Christmas
tree Albert would bring to the British Christmas in the novella.
With his green cloak with fur trim and crown of holly and icicles, the
ghost of Christmas present looks like the figure of Father Christmas of
English Mummer plays. He exudes bounty and feasting. People forget
the emaciated boy and girl huddled under the ghost’s cloak. They are
called Ignorance and Want. The children of men. A Christmas Carol is
set in London during the Hungry Forties – starvation was a real danger
for many of the population. Though Bob Cratchit is employed, Scrooge is
amazed how jovial Bob is when Scrooge admits he pays a starvation
wage.
The ghost of Christmas yet to come shows Scrooge as he will be – a rich
but unloved corpse, robbed on his deathbed. The ghost also shows the
Cratchit household, after the death of Tiny Tim – poor but loved. The
eldest son, Peter, reads from scripture,
“ ‘And He took a child, and set him in the midst of them.’ ”
Scrooge asks why doesn’t he go on? Dickens knew his audience would
know what followed in Mark 9:36
Scrooge is on his way to be a reformed character, but he performs one
more act before he turns into a man who ‘knew how to keep Christmas
well’, he prays.

A Christmas Carol is a story of redemption, repentance, maybe
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resurrection. It shows us that charity, love and hope is central to the
message of Christmas. As is the message of Christ.
Let us celebrate as well as we can in these days of hardship. Even if it is
just for one day, like the Cratchits. Merry Christmas, and God bless Us,
Every One!

Kevin Murphy
Ministry Area Warden
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WORDSEARCH for DECEMBER
Christmas is nearly here! Two thousand years ago the Jews were longing
for the coming of their Messiah. The Old Testament had promised that
when He came, He would preach good news to the poor, bind up the broken hearted, proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, comfort all
who mourn and to bestow on his people a crown of beauty instead of
ashes. Jesus did all those things. He was and is the Son of God, and
whoever has seen Him has seen the Father. Whoever believes in Him
will have the best gift of all – His Spirit within them, which gives them
eternal life.
MESSIAH
DARKNESS
MOURN
JESUS
THOUSAND

BROKEN
FAVOUR
BESTOW
FATHER

HEART
PRISONERS
CROWN
WHOEVER
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FREEDOM
COMFORT
BEAUTY
LONGING

SON
GOD
ASHES
SEEN

ST BRIDES MOTHERS UNION

On Thursday 3rd November I took 44 filled shoeboxes together with two
extremely large boxes filled with knitted cardigans, blankets and hats to
the Vine Church Bridgend for collection by Blythwood.
These plus many more boxes are making way over to Hungary
starting on Monday 7th November.
I would just like to say a massive thank you to all the ladies in St Brides
Mothers Union plus family and friends who once again have supported
such a wonderful charity. 44 children and the elderly will now have a
present thanks to your generosity.

Kay Smith
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CROSSWORD for DECEMBER

Clues Across
1 ‘How long will you — your face from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4) 3 ‘Let us,
then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the — he bore’(Hebrews
13:13) (8) 9 Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7) 10 Solemn pledges
(Matthew 5:33) (5) 11 Italian term for full orchestra (5) 12 ‘For he who
avenges blood remembers; he does not — the cry of the afflicted’ (Psalm
9:12) (6) 14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13) 17 Where a Hindu holy man
lives (6) 19 ‘If he found any... who belonged to the Way, whether — —
women, he might take them as prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) (3,2) 22 Fragrance
(2 Corinthians 2:15) (5) 23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7) 24 Precious
stone decorating the twelfth foundation of the New Jerusalem (Revelation
21:20) (8) 25 ‘Will you keep to the old path that evil men have — ?’ (Job
22:15) (4)
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Down

1 ‘Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with — —
’ (Numbers 20:11) (3,5) 2 ‘You have heard that it was said to the people
long ago, “ — — murder”’ (Matthew 5:21) 2,3) 4 One of Paul’s many
hardships endured as a servant of God (2 Corinthians 6:5) (13) 5 ‘We
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, — inwardly’ (Romans
8:23) (5) 6 Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7) 7 ‘My yoke is — and my burden is
light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4) 8 Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6) 13 ‘O Lord,
you have — me and you know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8) 15 ‘ — to me the
joy of your salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7) 16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7)
(6) 18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out your hand and put it into my
side”’ (John 20:27) (5) 20 ‘God has said, “ — will I leave you; — will I
forsake you”’ (Hebrews 13:5) (5) 21 Son of Onam and brother of Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4)
Solution below

ACROSS: 1, Hide. 3, Disgrace. 9, Sonship. 10, Oaths. 11, Tutti.
12, Ignore. 14, Foreknowledge. 17, Ashram. 19, Men or. 22, Aroma.
23, Nineveh. 24, Amethyst. 25, Trod.
DOWN: 1, His staff. 2, Do not. 4, Imprisonments. 5, Groan. 6, Altered.
7, Easy. 8, Shrink. 13, Searched. 15, Restore. 16, Lament. 18, Reach.
20, Never. 21, Jada.
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ATTENTION
To all parents who feel the need to tell the truth
about Santa

Son: "Dad, I think I'm old enough now. Is there a Santa Claus?."
Dad: "Ok, I agree that you are old enough. But before I tell you, I have a
question for you. You see, the “truth” is a dangerous gift. Once you know
something, you can't ‘unknow’ it. Once you know the truth about Santa
Claus, you will never again understand and relate to him as you do now.
So my question is: Are you sure you want to know?" Brief pause...
Son: "Yes, I want to know"
Dad: "Ok, I'll tell you: Yes there is a Santa Claus"
Son: "Really?"
Dad: Yes, really, but he's not an old man with a beard in a red suit. That's
just what we tell kids. You see, kids are too young to understand the true
nature of Santa Claus, so we explain it to them in a way that they can
understand. The truth about Santa Claus is that he's not a person at all;
he's an idea. Think of all those presents Santa gave you over the years. I
actually bought those myself. I watched you open them. And did it bother
me that you didn't thank me? Of course not! In fact it gave me great
pleasure. You see, Santa Claus is THE IDEA OF GIVING FOR THE
SAKE OF GIVING, without thought of thanks or acknowledgement.
Dad: "So now that you know, you're part of it. You have to be Santa Claus
too now. That means you can never tell a young kid the secret, and you
have to help us select Santa presents for them, and most important, you
have to look for opportunities to help people. Got it?" Help each other
this Christmas and be kind.
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This sparked a lot of discussion on Face Book and the story of
St Nicholas was quoted.
When Nicholas was born, his parents were serving the needs of the sick.
They contracted the same disease as the sick and died. Being the only
child, he inherited everything. St. Nicholas’s anonymous gift-giving
originated in his hometown of Patara in Turkey. According to ancient
tradition, to help a destitute family of a widower father and his three
daughters, who their father was considering to sell into slavery, out of
dire poverty, the young Nicholas secretly threw three bags of gold coins
through their window on three consecutive nights.
His anonymous nocturnal gift-giving has continued in many countries to
today, including being translated into Santa’s visits. Saint Nicholas’s
compassion for the poor, marginalised and, in particular, children, and
especially providing aid anonymously to those in greatest need, became
so legendary that it never faded over the centuries, but inspired others,
and was imitated especially around Christmas in many countries.
The inspiration of St. Nicholas led French nuns during the Middle Ages to
start the tradition of bringing anonymous gifts under the cover of night to
needy families and their children on Dec. 5, St. Nicholas Eve. The next
morning, the feast of St. Nicholas, the poor families would wake to
discover food, clothing, food treats and some modest money assistance.
When the poor tried to find out who their benefactor was, they got the
answer, “It must have been St. Nicholas,” or as he was known in Dutch
‘Sinterklaas.’
St. Nicholas’s simple act of anonymously delivering those three bags of
gold coins that night long ago became an annual tradition that spread
rapidly throughout Christian Europe. Since the beloved bishop Nicholas
was the Patron Saint of Children, the gifts weren’t limited to the poor, but
included good girls and boys.
He was originally dressed in green robes but in the 1930s an advertising
guru for Coca Cola changed his robes to red and Santa Claus became
known worldwide.
So although the “Christmas Spirit” is commonly associated with
St. Nicholas, Christians should recognise that the Spirit of Christmas is
actually the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity: the Holy Spirit. Because
a humble maiden in Nazareth was open to the overshadowing of the
Holy Spirit, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14); a
realitythat was proclaimed by “a multitude of the heavenly host” (Luke.
2:13) on that first Christmas.”

Christine Ellis
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SMILE LINES
The Holy Family
A Sunday school teacher asked her class, "What was Jesus' mother's
name?"
One child answered, "Mary."
The teacher then asked, "Who knows what Jesus' father's name was?"
Another child ventured: "Verge?"
Confused, the teacher asked, "Where did you get that?"
He replied hesitantly: "Well, you know they are always talking about
Verge n' Mary”.
Lord’s Prayer, updated
I had been teaching my three-year-old daughter, Caitlin, the Lord's
Prayer. For several evenings at bedtime, she would repeat after me the
lines from the prayer. Finally, she decided to go solo. I listened with pride
as she carefully enunciated each word right up to the end of the prayer.
Then she implored: "and lead us not into temptation but deliver us some
e-mail.”
Visiting Father Christmas
A mother took her young daughter to visit Father Christmas in his grotto at
the garden centre. He greeted the youngster merrily and asked: “And what
would you like for Christmas?"
The little girl stared at him, open-mouthed with horror. “Didn't you get my
email?!"
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Baptism
November 20th

Harry Gareth Lloyd Watts

St David’s,
Bettws

May the Lord bless him
and keep him always in His care

Wedding
Nov 5th

Matthew Harries and Maria Hurst
St David’s, Pencoed

May God richly bless their home and their life together
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Christmas Day
Acrostic Poem

Carols sound throughout the land
Heralding a special birth
Rejoicing as from Heaven’s realm
Immanuel comes to bless the earth.
So in the town of Bethlehem
The Saviour Jesus gently lies,
Mary rocks the tiny child
As angels serenade the skies.
Shepherds told the awesome story
Divinity will now reside
As He who ruled in Heaven above
Yet Lord of all comes as a child.
By Megan Carter
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Christmas Prayer
Heavenly Father,

Thank you for creating us
and for loving us so much
that you sent Jesus to become one of us
and to be our way to you.
This Christmas may we know
the love, peace, comfort and joy
that only You can give,
no matter what our circumstances.
And may we reflect
Your light and love in this dark world
to bring glory to You.
In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

By Daphne Kitching
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St James the Least of All

The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from
‘Uncle Eustace’…

On giving the after-dinner speech
The Rectory
St James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
I have been slightly surprised that in your ministry so far, you have never
been asked to give an after-dinner speech. Now you have delivered your
first one, I can understand why. Speeches after any dinner come at the
point where stomachs are dealing with a little too much food and brains
with about the same quantity of wine. They should be short and witty;
yours was neither.
An hour-long speech on the Herodians and Second Temple Judaism at
the time of the birth of Christ was not quite what we had expected.
I applauded your enthusiasm, but I was the only one; the rest of them
were asleep. Long after you had left, the catering staff gently vacuumed
the carpets around the audience, and it was only when the night security
guard arrived that the last diners were woken and politely sent home.
I suspect you will have put many marriages under strain as husbands,
returning home in the early hours of the morning, had to explain to wives
why they were so late. Their truthful answers would have been
unbelievable.
When the head waiter appeared in a dressing gown and started placing
chairs on tables, even you must have suspected that hints were being
dropped and I have never heard of a hotel manager interrupting a
speech to place his keys on the top table and asking if the last person to
leave would kindly lock the main door.
I know that your clerical attire is more usually T-shirt and jeans, but
borrowing the curate’s dinner suit from your next-door parish was also
not a good idea. He is a foot taller and several stones heavier than you.
The result was quite worrying – several people wondered if you had just
recovered from some dreadful disease that had made you shrink.
In the light of your qualified success, thank you for offering to come to
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repeat your speech after our annual Christmas dinner, but no thank you.
The verger’s son wants to share with us how many potholes he has
counted in and around the town, and that should be most interesting.
Your loving uncle,

Eustace

Good home
After the christening of his baby brother in church, young Jason
sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car. His father
asked him three times what was wrong. Finally, the boy replied,
"That minister said he wanted us to be brought up in a good Christian
home, but I want to stay with you guys."
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Your Ministry Area Council
Clergy:
MA Leader
Team Vicar
Team Vicar
Asst Curate

Rev Ian Hodges
Rev Roger Pitman
vacancy
Rev Glenda Oglesbee

860337
870280
07592149538

Officers:
Lay Chair
Vice Chair
MA Treasurer
MA Wardens
MA Secretary

Simon Dring
vacancy
Melville Oglesbee
Kevin Murphy
vacancy
Judy McCarthy

Church Representatives:
St David’s Bettws
St John’s Aberkenfig
St Bride’s Llansantffraid
St David’s Pontycymmer
St Ceinwyr’s, Llangeinor
St David’s Wyndham
St Tyfodwg’s
St Ilid & St Curig, Llanilid
St David’s Pencoed
St Paul’s

Jane Phillips
Eurof Parry
Kay Smith
William Davies
Christine Evans
Linda Kinsey
Helen Dando
Diane Morris
Donna Dring
Sara Davies

Please feel free to chat to your Church Representative if you have any
questions or concerns. We’re here to help.
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CONTACT DETAILS FOR LPH
MA Leader
Team Vicar
Asst Curate
Church Wardens:
Llanilid
Llanilid
Warden Emeritus
Pencoed
Pencoed

Rev Ian Hodges
revian@lphparish.org.uk
Rev Roger Pitman
vicar@the-vicarage.net
Rev Glenda Oglesbee revglenda@lphparish.org.uk
Kevin Murphy
Marlene Liley
Nigel Ritchie
Jo Morris
Geoﬀ Lake

860337
870280
07592149538

kevinmurphy@lphparish.org.uk
marleneliley@lphparish.org.uk
nigelritchie@lphparish.org.uk
jomorris@lphparish.org.uk
geoﬄake@lphparish.org.uk

451032
01443226190
864264
862943
865989

Church Commi ee Secretaries:
Llanilid
Diane Morris
Pencoed & HYC
Judy McCarthy

dianemorris@lphparish.org.uk
judymccarthy@lphparish.org.uk

862006
372801

Treasurers:
Pencoed

Simon Dring

pencoedtreasurer@lphparish.org.uk 07833490632

Hall Booking

Rev Ian Hodges
Donna Dring
Geoﬀ Lake

revian@lphparish.org.uk
donna6465@me.com
geoﬄake@lphparish.org.uk

Planned Giving

Simon Dring

pencoedtreasurer@lphparish.org.uk 07833490632

Magazine

Judy McCarthy

magazine@lphparish.org.uk

Mothers’ Union:
Pencoed
Heol-Y-Cyw

Joan Sheldon
Eileen Thomas

joansheldon@lphparish.org.uk
eileenthomas@lphparish.org.uk

07443898242

jaynejenkins@lphparish.org.uk

01443 237422

Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator:
Jayne Jenkins

WWW.LPHPARISH.ORG.UK

860337
07789 200204
865989

372801

